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to disputes about wages and hours somehow made them
unattractive to him, and his sensitive conscience was always
harassed by the fear lest his views on industrial problems
should be unduly biassed by the Conservatism natural to
a Conservative belonging to the so-called " comfortable
classes ". So much was this the case that his family always
declared his only chance of attaining or keeping any peace
of mind during a crisis such as that of the great coal strike
of 1921, or the General Strike of 1926, was for him to
betake himself to the South Kensington Museum and for-
get all about it in the contemplation of Persian carpets or
Chinese porcelain! The study of art was indeed always
one of his favourite means of escape from the anxieties of
life, and few quotations were more often on his lips than
" Ernst 1st. das Leben, heiter ist die Kunst " as we emerged
from some gallery or museum into the light of common
day*
After our marriage in 1900 we settled down at 20 Eger-
ton Gardens, and there our three children were born—
three daughters, the two youngest twins, adjourning later
to a house in Queen's Gate Gardens, and finally, in 1921,
to 4 Onslow Gardens.
The years between our marriage and the outbreak of
the War were very happy and very full, bringing him
many opportunities for literary and public work and a
daily increasing number of friends. From 1902 onwards
he became a regular contributor to the Literary Supple-
ment of The Timesy and he contributed two books to the
Home University Library; on Dr. Johnson and His Circle,
and on Milton. The one on Dr. Johnson was what really
first made his reputation; it was later described by Sir
John Squire as " the best short book on the subject ex-
tant "; the Milton he himself always considered his best
piece of work. He also brought out what is now the
standard edition of Cowper's Poems, and several volumes
of essays, reprints from tne Literary Supplement and from
other publications* He twice, 1907 and 1909, edited the
Quarterly Review during the temporary absence of Mr,

